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1. Good for student safety
Parents who exercise school choice frequently list school safety as one of their primary
reasons for doing so. School safety is a particular concern in communities where violence is
common.

2. School choice increases parental satisfaction and involvement
Most parents who exercise school choice report that they are highly satisfied with their child’s
chosen school. In Arizona, for example, more than 70 percent of respondents with children
who use the state’s education savings account option were “very satisfied.”

3. Education choice can give students an education tailored to their needs
Tools such as education savings accounts empower parents with the educational funds to
tailor children’s education to their exact needs.

4. School choice provides options for low-income families
Education choice breaks the arbitrary link between a child’s housing and the school he or she
can attend. This means the price of home a family can afford no longer determines their
child’s access to a quality education.

5. School choice leads to higher graduation rates
Students participating in school choice programs are significantly more likely to graduate
from high school.

6. School choice saves taxpayer dollars
School choice options achieve all the benefits previously listed, at much lower cost to
taxpaying Americans than the typical public-school model.

7. School choice puts competitive pressure on schools
Introducing school choice options increases the overall quality of local schools. 25 of 28
national studies find that private school choice competition leads to better outcomes in public
schools.

8. School choice makes schools more accountable
School choice creates direct accountability to parents. It gives schools a strong incentivize to
meet the needs of their students since unsatisfied parents can take their children and
education dollars elsewhere.

9. School choice makes education dollars go farther
Parents have a greater incentive to maximize their education dollars than traditional public-
school officials.

10. School choice helps cultivate citizens
Private schools do a better job than traditional public schools at cultivating civic virtues in
their students, such as civic participation and tolerance. They also tend to give more focus to
character and moral formation, something parents value in schools, according to a recent
EdChoice study.

https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2015/09/the-poor-deserve-good-schools-too-213141
https://www.heritage.org/education/report/school-choice-america-2011-educational-opportunity-reaches-new-heights
https://www.nationalaffairs.com/publications/detail/the-next-step-in-school-choice
https://cpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/wordpressua.uark.edu/dist/9/451/files/2018/04/Private-schools-public-good-0609-2hkt1k4.pdf
https://www.edchoice.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/2018-10-Surveying-Florida-Scholarship-Families-byJason-Bedrick-and-Lindsey-Burke.pdf
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It’s time to empower parents to choose how best to use their K-12 education 
dollars.   We currently allow families to use tax dollars for pre-K and higher ed 
programs of their choice. 

  

Fund Students NOT Systems 



BENEFITS OF THE PRICE ACT 
 

Read complete article here: https://www.heritage.org/node/10724951/print-display 
 

  



BENEFITS OF THE PRICE ACT 
 

Read complete article here: https://www.heritage.org/node/10724951/print-display 
 

 

  



BENEFITS OF THE PRICE ACT 
 

Read complete article here: https://www.heritage.org/node/10724951/print-display 
 

  



BENEFITS OF THE PRICE ACT 
 

Read complete article here: https://www.heritage.org/node/10724951/print-display 
 

PRICE Has More Accountability              
and Transparency Than the                  

Public School System 
PRICE Accountability 

Unlike our public system, accountability is built into PRICE. Every private school participating 
in PRICE must provide detailed information about their curriculum and education program to 
parents and students. This ensures parents know precisely what to expect from the school 
when they commit their Education Savings Account dollars. See the box below. 

PRICE ACT REQUIRED INFORMATION FROM PRIVATE SCHOOLS (P. 22, LINES 588-596) 
1. The mission statement, values, objectives, instructional programs, and organizational 

affiliations of the nonpublic school.  
2. A comprehensive list of curricula by class and grade level.  
3. Any student testing requirements, including state and national testing and mental 

health or personality surveys or evaluations, by class and grade level. 
 
PRICE Allows the Free Market to be an Important Accountability Driver 
Unlike public schools, when private schools underperform, they shut down. When public 
schools underperform, they receive more public dollars! Parents will use ESA dollars to 
support the schools that meet their children’s needs. They are a better judge of what is 
working and how their money should be spent.  

Financial Transparency 

Every PRICE expenditure is documented in the online ESA app, where the Department of 
Revenue (DOR) must approve all vendors and expenses. The DOR can audit where every 
penny is spent in real time through the app. Nowhere does the public system have this level 
of financial transparency. 
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PRICE Will Not Cause Mass Exodus
• Historically, the percentage of students compared to eligible students who participate

in various school choice programs has been low. This percentage is called the “take-up
rate”.

• In a study they performed by The Reason Foundation, they found the following take-
up rates on 27 private-education-choice programs in 19 states.  It included 4 ESA
programs, 13 voucher programs and 10 tax-credit scholarship programs. 5

• Since the PRICE Act is an ESA program,
the focus should be on those
percentages highlighted in yellow. It
should be noted that the ESA programs
are for special-needs students only and
that 3 out of the 4 programs are open to
public school students only.

• West Virginia’s ESA program was
launched in 2022 and was not included
in the study above. Their program is only
open kindergarten students or to public 
school students who have attended for at least 45 full-time instruction days of the 
school year in which they apply or been enrolled in public school for the entirety of 
the previous school year. Their first-year take-up rate was .67%.6  

• Arizona universal ESA program was launched in 2022 as well. Their program is open
to both public and nonpublic school students. Arizona’s take-up rate for public school
students was 1.8% and for nonpublic school students was 28.9%.

• There are no current statistics for take-up rates for ESAs for nonpublic school
students. Iowa, Arkansas and Florida have passed universal ESA legislation this year,
but their rollout will not happen until the future.

5 https://www.educationnext.org/tackling-the-exodus-claim-reality-take-up-rates-private-education-choice-programs/ 
6 https://www.univstats.com/k-12/states/ ; https://www.edchoice.org/school-choice/programs/hope-scholarship-program/

https//ww.education.org/tracking-the-exodus-claim-reality-take-up-rates-private-education-choice-programs/ 

https://www.educationnext.org/tackling-the-exodus-claim-reality-take-up-rates-private-education-choice-programs/
https://www.univstats.com/k-12/states/
https://www.edchoice.org/school-choice/programs/hope-scholarship-program/
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FACTS ABOUT TESTING 
FACT: Less Than Half of AL Students Are Proficient In All Subjects Tested! 

 

FACT: According to ACT.org, Nationally, Students In Private Schools and 
Homeschools Perform Better On The ACT Than Their Public-School 

Counterparts 

1 

 
1 Act.org 
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FACT: Standardized Tests Are Not the BEST Indicator of Students' Success 

NEA News states, "Educators have long known that standardized tests are an inaccurate and 
unfair measure of student progress." 2  More so, it is a FACT that standardized tests ignore 
other measures of success, such as character development and other intrinsic qualities which 
influence a person's ethos. 

FACT: Tests Are Not Accountability Parents Care About 

The criteria parents cite in choosing a nonpublic school are student-teacher ratio, curriculum, 
college acceptance, safety, support for family values, results on testing, etc. In one survey, 
only 10% of parents "listed standardized test scores as one of their top five reasons why they 
chose a particular private school for their child."3  

FACT: The PRICE Act Will Improve Public School Scores 

33 empirical studies were conducted on how school choice programs affect academic 
outcomes in public schools.  31 found choice improves academic outcomes at public schools.4   

  

 
2 NEA News, https://www.nea.org/advocating-for-change/new-from-nea/standardized-testing-still-failing-students 
3 https://jaypgreene.com/2017/05/08/do-parents-care-about-test-scores/ 
4 : A Win-Win Solution The Empirical Evidence on School Choice (edchoice.org) 

https://www.nea.org/advocating-for-change/new-from-nea/standardized-testing-still-failing-students
https://jaypgreene.com/2017/05/08/do-parents-care-about-test-scores/
http://www.edchoice.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/A-Win-Win-Solution-The-Empirical-Evidence-on-School-Choice.pdf
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PRICE Act Fact Sheet:                            
ESA Funding Source  

 The PRICE Act, as introduced, provides for the funding of education 
savings accounts (ESAs) for eligible participating public and non‐public K‐12 
students. The ESA program would be phased in over three years. 
 

 Initial state ESA funding amounts would be up to $6,900 per year, which would cover 
the costs of tuition and other instructional services. $6,900 represents the projected 
FY 2024 per pupil share of the Education Trust Fund’s (ETF) Foundation Program 
appropriation. 
 

 Starting in school year 2024‐25, grades K, 3, 6, 9, and 12 are eligible to apply for ESA 
funds. In 2025‐26, the same grades are newly eligible. Lastly, in 2026‐27, all students 
are eligible. In addition, special populations of students are always eligible. Prior 
enrollment in public school is not required.  
 

 The state’s ETF budget would finance the costs of the ESA programs. The ETF is 
primarily funded by income and sales tax revenues. Over the past five years the ETF 
has experienced:  
 
o 54.3% revenue growth. Total 

revenue exceeded $10.4 
billion in FY 2022. 
 

o 39.5% spending growth. Total 
spending exceeded $8.95 
billion last year. 
 

o Sales tax revenues grew by 
31.6% from 2018‐2022. 
 

o Net individual income tax receipts grew by 55.6% over the same period of time, 
reaching $6.1 billion last year. 
 

o Corporate income tax revenues have grown by 210% since 2018, reaching $1.2 
billion in FY2022. 
 

o While ETF revenue growth is projected to slow from its historic levels, LSA 
projects continued 3.1% growth through next year. Total ETF revenues are 
projected to grow to $10.9 billion in FY 2024. 
 

https://educaitondata.org/public‐education‐spending‐statstics#alabama 



BENEFITS OF THE PRICE ACT 
 

Read complete article here: https://www.heritage.org/node/10724951/print-display 
 

• Total state Foundation Program funding is expected to reach $4.3 billion in 2023, an 
increase of 14.3% since 2019. 
 

• Per pupil state K-12 spending is approximately $5,900 for the 2022-2023 school year, a 
15.5% increase in the past five years. 
 

• In addition to expected growth of the ETF, the budget currently has a $2.8 billion 
revenue surplus, which lawmakers are in the process of determining how to 
appropriate. Much of the money in Governor Ivey’s supplemental proposal would go 
towards a one-time tax rebate for Alabamians and capital projects and other needs at 
educational institutions. However, at least $125 million of the Governor’s proposal is 
earmarked towards non-educational purposes.   
 

• A preliminary estimate of the PRICE Act by LSA projected that the ESA program 
would cost the ETF at least $288 million in year one and $576.1 million in year two. The 
estimate assumes that 5% of public-school students would leave their current school 
to attend a non-public school. It assumes that by year two 100% of the state’s 61,000 
non-public school students will elect to enroll in the ESA program.  
 

• Based on evidence from other states that have implemented ESA programs, 5% is a 
high estimate. Data from EdChoice finds that the average combined public and 
nonpublic ESA take-up rate from other states in the first three years of a choice 
program are 0.29%, 0.82% and 1.34% respectively.  
 

• Arizona universal ESA program was launched in 2022. Its take-up rate for public 
school students was 1.8% and for nonpublic students was 28.9% for the first year.  
 

• Reason Foundation estimated approximately 2,880 public school students and 
45,367 nonpublic students are projected to enroll in the ESA program by year three 
equating to a net cost of $336.8 million per year to the state once fully implemented.  
 

• Also of note is that there are approximately 61,000 private school students in 
Alabama, whose education is not currently financed by ETF dollars. Assuming the 
current per pupil spending rate of $5,900, by not enrolling in public schools those 
students have saved the state over $7 billion in the last 20 years.  

 




