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HB67 Must Be Amended

to Preserve Voter Verification and Public Research

Alabama’s voter rolls should be accurate, transparent, inexpensive, and worthy of public
trust. Those principles are widely shared and why House Bill 67, in its current form that
passed the AL House should not advance in the Senate without a simple but critical
amendment.

HB67 lowers the cost of accessing Alabama’s voter registration lists from $38,000 to
$1,000. Making public records more affordable is a positive reform. Lower cost means
broader access and fewer barriers for citizens and organizations seeking transparency.

But the bill also includes language that quietly undermines that goal.
The Core Problem

Under current practice, voter verification and public research organizations may use voter
registration lists to review accuracy, identify errors, and publish findings. HB67 changes
that. The bill states that it is unlawful to:

e Sellor publish any portion of a voter list, or
e Use voter data for “commercial purposes”

It then creates a narrow exception, saying that use of voter lists solely for electioneering or
other permitted political campaign purposes under the Fair Campaign Practices Act does
not count as commercial use.

Voter Verification/Public Research Orgs Aren't Included under the "Commercial Use"
Exemption

e Voter verification and public research are not electioneering
e They are not political campaigns
e They are not governed by the Fair Campaign Practices Act

As aresult, these groups are left out entirely. Their work, verifying accuracy, analyzing data,
and publishing findings, would now be prohibited.



In simple terms:

e The bill protects campaigns and allows them to use the lists to contact voters
e But bans voter verification

That creates a troubling contradiction:

e The state says voter rolls should be accurate
e The state lowers the price so more people can access them
e Butthen bans the very use that checks accuracy

That is not transparency. Independent verification is normal in government:

e Budgets are audited

e Agencies are audited

e Elections are audited

e Alabama Voter Rolls must be auditable.

Yet HB67 would shield or restrict voter rolls from independent review by the very
organizations equipped to check them. Trustin elections does not come from secrecy or
restriction. Trust comes from verification.

HB67 In Its Current Form is a Step Backward
HB67 does not merely fail to expand transparency, it reducesit.
Before this bill:
e Citizens and organizations could lawfully review voter data and publish findings
After this bill:

e Publishing voter lists for research or showing verification results would be illegal
e Only political campaigns would be protected users

A list thatis cheaper but cannot be independently verified is worse than the status quo.
There is a Simple Solution

We urge the Senate to add an amendment to fix this critical problem by adding voter
verification and public research organizations to the exemptions under the commercial use
provisions in the bill.

The Bottom Line

Alabama should not move from “trust but verify” to “just trust us.” Transparency without
verification is not transparency at all.



